
Your Quick-Start Brick Patio Planning Checklist 

Ready to transform your outdoor space? Use this essential checklist to hit the 
most important steps for a successful brick patio project. 

 

1. Vision & Core Design 

● Envision Your Patio's Use & Scale: What do you dream of doing on your 
patio? Think about activities like dining, relaxing, or entertaining and 
how much space you'll need for them. 

● Choose Your Brick & Style: Select between clay bricks or concrete 
pavers, and decide on a color, pattern, and any integrated features like 
a fire pit. 

● Assess Climate & Durability: Ensure your chosen materials and design 
will withstand your local weather conditions and intended use. 

 

2. Site Preparation Essentials 

● Locate Underground Utilities: Call 811 (or your local equivalent) before 
you dig—this is a non-negotiable step. 

● Assess Site and Drainage: Evaluate the natural slope and ensure 
proper water runoff is directed away from your home. 

● Plan Excavation & Base: Determine the necessary depth for your 
foundation, including gravel base and sand leveling bed. 

 

3. Budget & Regulations 

● Check Permits & Regulations: Confirm if your project requires local 
permits or falls under any HOA rules. 

● Estimate Your Budget: Factor in all costs, including materials (bricks, 
base), tools, and potential labor costs if hiring. 



● Calculate & Source Materials: Determine the quantities of bricks, 
gravel, and sand needed and plan where to purchase them. 

 

4. Installation Strategy 

● Decide DIY vs. Pro: Determine whether you have the skills and time to 
build it yourself or if hiring a professional is the best option. 

● Choose Installation Method: Will you use a dry-laid method (most 
common) or a mortar-set approach? 

● Plan Edging: Determine the edging restraint to secure your bricks in 
place. 

 

5. Finishing & Maintenance 

● Fill Joints Correctly: Use sand or polymeric sand to stabilize bricks and 
prevent weeds from growing. 

● Consider Sealing: Decide if sealing your patio is beneficial for 
protection and longevity in your environment. 

● Plan Ongoing Maintenance: Think about how you'll regularly clean your 
patio and address any future weed growth. 

 

This checklist will help you focus on the most critical aspects of planning your 
brick patio. Happy building! 

 

 


